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UNITED STATES. 



REPORTS TO THE 8UBGEON-GENERAL, PUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE. 

PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

Infected Ground Squirrels. 

During the week ended January 29, 2 infected squirrels were 
found in Alameda County, Cal. 

Significance of Degree of susceptibility of Squirrels to Plague. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon McCoy reports: 

An attempt has been made by a somewhat indirect method to learn 
whether the squirrels in certain counties of California are or have 
been plague infected. 

Some months ago it was found that there was a great difference 
in the susceptibility to plague of the squirrels in Contra Costa County 
and those in San Mateo County. When several of the animals from 
each of these counties were inoculated with the pest bacillus it was 
observed that nearly all of those from San Mateo County (this county 
is on the peninsula of San Francisco) died of acute plague, while 
those from Contra Costa County (this county is on what might be 
called ' ' the mainland ' ' ) usually either died of subacute plague or recov- 
ered. The squirrels from the two counties, it is needless to say, are 
members of the same species. The only thing that seems to account 
for the striking difference in susceptibility is the fact that the squir- 
rels in Contra Costa County have been exposed to plague for several 
years, and have probably become resistant to the disease by an 
acquired, possibly hereditarily transmitted, immunity, while those 
in at least certain parts of San Mateo County, on the other hand, 
have never been exposed to the infection and have no great resist- 
ance to the disease. (No plague-infected squirrels have ever been 
found in San Mateo County.) 

There are certain counties from which a considerable number of 
squirrels have been examined in the laboratory with no plague infec- 
tion found. Before concluding that there was no plague among the 
rodents, it seemed wise, in view of what we had learned of the relative 
immunity of the squirrels in Contra Costa County, to learn the sus- 
ceptibility to plague of the squirrels in these counties. As the result 
of tests carried out we find that the squirrels of Merced County are 
highly resistant to plague infection. This fact would suggest that 
there is plague infection present among the squirrels, although thus 
far no case has actually been found. 

It is, of course, apparent that this evidence can not be looked upon 
as conclusive, but it will at least make us hesitate about declaring a 
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county free of infection until practically every part of it has been 
carefully investigated. 

Doctor McCoy further reports : 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Last case of human plague sickened January 30, 1908. Last 
plague-infected rat was trapped October 23, 1908. Total number of 
plague-infected rats found to date, 398. 

Weekended January 29, 1910. Premises inspected, 1,155. Houses 
destroyed, 12. Buildings condemned, 4. Nuisances abated, 124. 
Poisons placed, 7,905. Rats trapped, 1,782. Gophers trapped, 1. 
Rats found dead, 35. Rats identified, 1,817, as follows: Mus norvegi- 
cus, 1,292; Mus rattus, 118; Mus musculus, 304; Mus alexandrinus, 
103. Examined bacteriologically, 1,514 rats and 1 gopher. No- 
plague infection found. 

OAKLAND, CAL. 

Last case of human plague sickened October 26, 1909. Last 
plague-infected rodent was found December 1, 1908. 

Week ended January 29, 1910. Rats found dead, 14. Rats 
trapped, 768. Weasels trapped, 1. Rats identified, 782, as follows: 
Munorvegicus, 652; Mus rattus, 8; Mus musculus, 108; Mus alexan- 
drinus, 14. Examined bacteriologically, 674 rats and 1 weasel. No 
plague infection found. 

ALAMEDA COUNTY, CAL. (EXCLUSIVE OF OAKLAND). 

Last case of human plague sickened 2 miles southwest of Sunol 
September 26, 1909. Last plague-infected rodent found January 27, 
1910. To the present time there have been found infected 60 ground 
squirrels and 1 wood rat. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 9. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 2. Ground squirrels found dead, 16. Ground squirrels 
trapped, 2. Acres covered with poison, 290. Ground squirrels 
examined bacteriologically, 20. Plague-infected squirrels found, 2. 

The infected squirrels were found within one-half mile of the end 
of the North Brae car line, January 25 and 27, respectively. 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CAL. 

Last case of human plague sickened July 21, 1908. Last plague- 
infected rodent found January 15, 1910. Total number of ground 
squirrels found infected to date, 242. 

Week ended January 29. Dead inspected, 2. Ranches inspected,. 
4. Ground squirrels shot, 40. Ground squirrels trapped, 3. Ground 
squirrels examined bacteriologically, 40. No plague-infected squir- 
rels found. 

FRESNO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Fresno County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 29. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 729. Ground squirrels trapped, 2. Ground squirrels exam- 
ined bacteriologically, 725. No plague-infected squirrels found. 
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MARIPOSA COUNTY, CAL. 



There is no record of human or rodent plague in Mariposa County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 10. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 117. Ground squirrels trapped, 2. Ground squirrels 
examined bacteriologically, 115. No plague-infected squirrels found. 



MERCED COUNTY, CAL. 



There is no record of human or rodent plague in Merced County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 10. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 173. Rabbits shot, 3. Ground squirrels trapped, 7. Ex- 
amined bacteriologically, 175 ground squirrels and 3 rabbits. No 
plague infection found. 



MONTEREY COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Monterey County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 29. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 299. Ground squirrels found dead, 3. Ground squirrels 
trapped, 6. Rabbits shot, 1 . Examined bacteriologically, 302 ground 
squirrels and 1 rabbit. No plague infection found. 

SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in San Joaquin 
County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 9. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 38. Ground squirrels found dead, 3. Ground squirrels 
trapped, 4. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 41. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in San Luis Obispo 
County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 26. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 115. Ground squirrels found dead, 2. Ground squirrels 
trapped, 7. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 117. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SAN MATEO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in San Mateo County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 10. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 57. Ground squirrels trapped, 1. Ground squirrels exam- 
ined bacteriologically, 55. No plague-infected squirrels found. 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Santa Barbara 
County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 24. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 190. Ground squirrels trapped, 3. Ground squirrels 
examined bacteriologically, 189. No plague-infected squirrels found. 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human plague in Santa Clara County. 
Last plague-infected rodent found November 3, 1909. Total 
number of ground squirrels found infected to date, 9. 
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Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 3. Ground squ 
rels shot, 4. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 4. No 
plague-infected squirrels round. 

SANTA CRTJZ COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human plague in Santa Cruz County. 

A plague-infected ground squirrel was found November 6, 1909. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 14. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 32. Owls shot, 1. Ground squirrels trapped, 4. Field 
mice trapped, 2. Examined bacteriologically, 31 ground squirrels 
and 2 field mice. No plague infection found. 

TULARE COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Tulare County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 22. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 301. Rabbits shot, 6. Ground squirrels trapped, 2. 
Examined bacteriologically, 300 ground squirrels and 6 rabbits. No 
plague infection found. 

VENTURA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Ventura County. 

Week ended January 29. Ranches inspected, 9. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 170. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 170. 
No plague, infection found. 

SEATTLE, WASH. 

No case of human plague since October 30, 1907. The last plague- 
infected rat was found September 26, 1908. Total plague-infected 
rats found to date, 21. 

Week ended January 29, 1910. Rats received, 904. Rats nec- 
ropsied, 776. No plague-infected rats were found. 

SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Reports Received During WeoU Ended February 18, 1910. 



Place. 



Date. 



Cases. 



Deaths. 



Remarks. 



Alabama: 

Montgomery 

Arkansas: 

Little Rock 

California: 

Los Angeles 

Sacramento County. 
Colorado: 

Chaffee County 

Conejos County 

Denver County 

Garfield County 

Huerfano County. . . 

Larimer County 

Las Animas County 

Logan County 

Mesa County 

Montrose County. . . 

Morgan County 

Otero County 

Ouray County 

San Miguel County . 

Summit County 

Weld County 
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